
Background to the “Closing the gap” project 
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Closing the gap project on the progress of four children who were at risk of not 
meeting the expected standard due to their spelling. 

        

  

 
 
 
 

 

 In 2017, the English lead introduced a new phonics 
scheme ‘Sounds-Write’ in to the school. 

 There were four children showing a significant 
difference in their spelling abilities compared to 
the rest of the class and I felt that they were at risk 
of not meeting the expected level for writing.   

 The school is in a deprived area and it has a high 
level of SEN and EAL children; however there was 
not an obvious reason as to why these four chil-
dren were struggling with their spellings.  

 Teacher assessments at the end of year 2 in 2018, 
showed that all of the children were 2s.  They 
were therefore placed in the middle set. 

 The data was based on four children who partici-
pated in a group intervention once a week with a 
teacher to improve their spellings. However, one 
child left the school during the project and so the 
data now focussed on three children. 

 

Relevant research and reading 

 Continue with daily Sounds-Write phon-
ics sessions focusing on polysyllabic 
words 

 

 Introduced an intervention sessions fo-
cussing on the extended code which 
considers different phonemes for one 
grapheme—four focus children working 
with a teacher once a week. 

 

 Repetitive styled sessions to reinforce 
learning and give the children confi-
dence with a key strategy of segmenting 
and blending. 

 

 “Sounds~Write promotes the use of mul-
ti-sensory engagement with the materi-
als pupils are working with” (Sounds-
Write.co.uk, 2019) 

 

 Weekly homework to practise reading 
and writing the phonemes within a 
word. The phonemes were underlined to 
show digraphs and split digraphs. 

 

 Informally talk to the children to gather 
their thoughts on writing and spelling - 
the group agreed that they find spelling 
challenging but they enjoy phonics ses-
sions. 

Key project activities 
Impact of the “Closing the gap” project 

I tested the group for dyslexia and it revealed 
that two of them are dyslexic. These children 
are now on the SEN register and we have 
worked closely with their parents and the chil-
dren to identify specific targets as well as per-
sonalised strategies to support them. These 
children now regularly work on computers in 
longer writing sessions. I will continue to close-
ly monitor the third child and encourage their 
next teacher to retest them for dyslexia in the 
Autumn term. 
 

All of the children have greatly improved their 
independent spelling in their work. They are 
more confident to segment a word before 
writing it and they are beginning to choose the 
right grapheme to represent the phoneme. The 
children would still benefit from continuing 
with a spelling intervention to ensure that they 
have covered all of the forty-four sounds.  
 

All of the children have been assessed as 3s in 
writing. The two children on the computer have 
been able to show their understanding of gram-
matical features without the constraint of the 
spelling. The third child continues to show a 
good understanding of grammatical features in 
their written work; however, spelling is still an 
area of development.  


